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GRANDCARERS — ELECTION PROMISE 
Grievance 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [9.32 am]: My grievance today is to the 
Minister for Community Services on behalf of Western Australian grandcarers. This Sunday is Grandparents’ 
Day for the second year. It is a day to say thank you to our grandparents in Western Australia. Therefore, I am 
disappointed by this government’s delivery to grandcarers across this state. I will explain why. Grandcarers are 
people who look after their grandchildren. There are about 2 500 grandcarers who we know of in Western 
Australia. These people are placed in the situation, normally later in their lives, where they are looking after the 
children of their children. The reasons for this are many and varied. Sometimes it is because, unfortunately, their 
children have passed away. Sometimes it is because their children are incapable of looking after the 
grandchildren for a range of issues; they may be in jail, drug-affected, alcoholic, mentally impaired or there may 
be other issues. For whatever reason, grandparents are stepping into the breach and taking care of their 
grandchildren. There are now thousands of families in Western Australia in this position. 

For someone who is in their 50s, 60s, 70s or 80s to look after a child under 16 years of age is a big ask, 
particularly if there is a number of children in the family. Imagine a person in their 70s suddenly having to look 
after three young children under the age of 10. It is incredibly difficult and demanding. In the years that a person 
hopes to spend their retirement enjoying themselves, free from the bonds and obligations of raising their own 
children, suddenly, due to their sense of family responsibility and love of their grandchildren, they are looking 
after their grandchildren full-time. This is a big ask of grandcarers in our society and we should thank them 
every day of the week for taking on this responsibility. Instead of the state—foster carers and the Department for 
Child Protection and Family Support—taking on this responsibility, grandparents in their later years of life are 
taking on the responsibility for their grandchildren. It is hard. I have met many people in this situation, both in 
my electorate and this morning, and some of them are in the public gallery today. They are angels; they are great 
people. As a society, we are indebted to grandcarers for taking on this responsibility and the difficulties, 
particularly at their age. Sometimes the grandchildren that they look after have a range of issues themselves 
because of the things they have experienced during their young lives. They may have had parents who were on 
drugs, violent or in jail. They have experienced hardship that no child should. Yet their grandparents, through 
love and a sense of family binds, are looking after them. We should be saying thank you to those people. 

In the recent election campaign, the government promised to put in $5.3 million over four years from this budget 
onwards to ensure that every one of those grandcarers received an allowance of $400 a year for the first 
grandchild and $250 a year for the second and other grandchildren to go toward schooling and extracurricular 
activities expenses. The government promised $5.3 million over four years. What has been delivered in the 
budget? Only $1.57 million has been delivered. This means that only a small proportion of those grandcarers will 
receive the promised allowance, or the government has another black hole. It is one or the other. The government 
promised $5.3 million but is only delivering $1.57 million. That means that grandcarers will miss out; 
grandparents and children will miss out. I think that the promised allowance is too small. Four hundred dollars 
a year from the state to raise a grandchild is too small; it is not enough, particularly when other states that 
are poorer than Western Australia find the capacity to provide significantly more for grandparents in this 
situation. 

If these children were in foster care, the state would be paying a hell of a lot more—thousands of dollars more. 
But because grandparents step into the breach, the state is saving an enormous amount of money. This has been 
an oversight of all governments until now. I do not claim that my side of the house has been any better. What I 
do claim is that the government made a promise of $5.3 million and the budget shows that it is only delivering, 
over the forward estimates, $1.57 million. That is a fact contained in the budget documents. I am saying to the 
government: deliver on the promise that it was elected on, that many people would have voted on, and make sure 
that it increases the support for grandcarers in our community above and beyond what it has committed to. The 
first step will be to deliver on the commitment that the government has made.  

This is the reality of life for many grandcarers and I thank those who have come along today. I am indicating to 
those grandcarers, when it is Grandparents’ Day this Sunday, that we need to do more to support them and 
acknowledge the great work that they do. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [9.39 am]: I thank the member for 
the grievance and I, too, congratulate grandparents and grandcarers on Grandparents’ Day. The member raises a 
good point about the role that grandparents play today in looking after their grandkids. It is well and truly one of 
those situations in which the grandparents have the opportunity to be involved with their grandchildren, but the 
member is right; society has moved on, and they are now becoming full-time carers. I think this is part of the 
process of the ever-changing world that we live in; society is changing. As Minister for Community Services I 
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have a number of issues in my community, and this is one of them, along with fly in, fly out families, which is 
causing other issues in our community. 

The member is spot-on. During the election campaign, we decided to make a policy regarding grandcarers and 
create a pilot scheme. This was quite a strong issue in our first term of government. The former minister did a lot 
of work around this and we started off working on how we could actually help grandcarers; it was quite an issue. 
We did a survey of, we estimated, around 2 500 people, although we do not know the exact figure. We are 
working with Wanslea Family Services to deliver that program and also on the criteria. 

To get back to the budget, we allocated $1.5 million in this year’s budget for the pilot scheme. The Leader of the 
Opposition is correct; it was actually sold as a $5 million scheme, and I am still — 

Mr M. McGowan: Across four years. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Across four years, yes. I am confident that once I have some hard figures from Treasury, 
we will sort this out. We are talking to Wanslea to finalise the criteria for what we will do to deliver those 
services. The interesting part is that are trying to work out how we are going to deliver that, and I am going to 
work through that with Wanslea. It will be $400 a year for the first child and $250 a year for the second child. I 
admit that it is nowhere near enough money for raising a child; it is a token to acknowledge that they are doing 
the job. We have done some work with the community on this and we have identified that the earliest and best 
time to provide the money is around school time, so we are looking at around the end of January to give those 
payments out so we can actually help out with the ongoing costs of school, such as buying backpacks, shoes, 
uniforms and so forth. We acknowledge that the biggest costs are at that time of the year.  

The interesting part for me is also working with the federal government. Senator Dean Smith has raised the issue 
many times in his speeches in federal Parliament, and he is taking up the challenge for me at a national level, 
keeping in mind that this money will also impact on Centrelink payments and will have to be declared to the 
Australian Taxation Office. I have asked him if we can find a way through the federal law so that the money is 
not taken into consideration for any other income the recipients receive. Some areas that I have already touched 
on also have to be worked out. 

With regard to the funding and finance, I have had many meetings with Treasury about all my budgetary 
concerns. As members know, the budget was brought down in August this year and the next one will be in May, 
which is less than seven months away. We are working out how much I need to set up this program and how we 
can get those criteria so I can finalise the money. It is very much on my agenda to make sure that we get that 
distributed throughout the community. The most important thing is that every grandcarer who applies will get the 
money; I will make sure that happens. As the Minister for Community Services, I am very supportive of my 
grandcarers and where they are. 

Another issue is to work with Wanslea to develop a draft application. The Leader of the Opposition said in his 
opening address that, for whatever reason, grandparents end up as carers. From my perspective, the reality is to 
make sure that people who are the carers get that money. The Leader of the Opposition also said that the parents, 
for whatever reason, might have a disability or be incarcerated; those factors would meet the criteria, for sure. 
Grandparents are, more and more, becoming part-time carers in today’s society in which both parents work; the 
grandparents actually carry a lot more load, but defining who is a grandcarer and who is just helping out with 
childcare is another issue for which we are formulating a policy for consideration.  

I accept the grievance from the Leader of the Opposition and I totally agree with him. I am confident that I will 
get the extra money that I need, and I make it clear that every grandcarer who applies for money will receive the 
money; I will make sure that happens. I will be going back to Treasury before next May’s budget to make sure 
we — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: So there’s no prospect for next year? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: There is, member. I am working on it on the moment. We worked out $5.3 million prior to 
the election. We had no idea of the amount needed, but we worked on the figure of $2.5 million. The worst part 
is that if I allocated only $2.5 million and 5 000 people applied, I would run out of money, or, vice versa, it could 
be less. At the end of the day, $5.3 million divided by four is $1.3 million a year, and we have put in 
$1.5 million, so we should hopefully cover this year to kick it all off. 
Mr M. McGowan: That’s $1.5 million across four years. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I will make sure that I get more in the forward estimates; I am confident of that. I will 
make sure that every grandcarer who applies for the money will get the money they apply for. It is a great 
scheme. Again, I make the point that this is the beginning of the scheme, and I am confident that we will get it 
sorted. In a few years’ time, hopefully we will get it sorted and actually increase the amount of money available. 
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One thing that I think every member would have to agree with is that $400 a year for one child is not a great deal 
of money to help out what I would call a full-time carer for a child. We will get the system set up. I say again: 
every grandcarer who applies for money will get the money. 

In closing, I thank the Leader of the Opposition for raising the issue and also acknowledging grandparents in our 
community and the great work they do. Being Grandparents Day, I restate that we will get grandcarers sorted out 
and I will make sure that the payments happen. 
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